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 2.	Mental retardation in an inappropriate environment.
 3.	Physical handicaps and diseases.   Any adolescent who lias
a physical handicap may thereby be led into a maladjust-
ment of personality, depending upon how he himself per-
ceives the defect and how other persons react lo it.
 4.	Racial handicap, especially a ininority group handicap,
as, for example, one or two Negroes in a white community,
or vice versa.
 5.	Economic handicap.   Poverty in and of itself may interfere
with an individual's adjustment.
 6.	Family conditions, some of which have already been dis-
cussed:  a broken home or severe family tensions; parental
ignorance and indifference, over-sol icitousness, or excessive
domination, physically, mentally, or emotionally; chronic
illness, or intoxication, or drug addiction of members of
the family.
 7.	Bad companions, which like cosmic rays penetrate the indi-
vidual from the outside.
 8.	Conflicting ideologies and loyalties.   The distance in stand-
ards and ideologies between the older and the younger
generation is inevitable in a changing world.    No adoles-
cent is just like his parent.   His pattern of thinking would
probably appear as ludicrous  to the adolescents of his
parents' generation as his manner of dressing and acting.
In dealing with exceptional behavior in adolescence, one
should ask such questions as: How far are the characteristics
reported exaggerated in the parental mind? How far are
they the product of poor standards set before him and repre-
sent discrepancies between what grown-ups talk about and
what they do? How far is his behavior a result of poor
habits of self-discipline from infancy?
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Stages in the Study of Adolescence. — The early study of
adolescence was primarily centered in physical growth and
so An excellent brief account of the study o£ adolescents under normal
school conditions is given in an article by Dr. Marion Brown: "A Study of
Adolescents in the University High, School, Oakland, California," Proceedings
of the Twenty-First Annual Meeting of the National Association of Deans of
Women, pp. 112-121. 1201 Sixteenth Street N. W., Washington, D, C., 1937.

